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Introduction
In 1981 Hunting G&G embarked on a big mineral inventory project in NW Mozambique. Originally the
project area would comprise both the Tete and Manica provinces, but due to the increasing activities
of the RENAMO rebels, the Manica province was not considered to be safe anymore for fieldwork.
RENAMO was supported by South Africa to destabilize the FRELIMO led government of Mozambique.
The main aim of the project was to make an inventory of the mineral deposits in the Tete Province. To
this purpose, firstly satellite images (LANDSAT) and aerial photographs were interpreted and
combined with existing maps and reports. This work was mainly done in the offices of the DNG
(Direcção Nacional de Geologia) in the capital Maputo. The resulting map would be combined with the
results of the airborne geophysical survey to be carried by the DC-3 airplane of Hunting and would
serve as a guidance for the selection of field follow up areas. This fieldwork would be carried out with
equipment that included all items needed to set up a base camp and small mobile camps and
transport equipment from Landrovers to trucks. As part of the project, all (brand new) gear was
provided by Hunting and imported from the UK. At the end of the project all equipment would be
handed over to the DNG. During the fieldwork, junior geologists of the DNG would be seconded to the
Hunting field teams. These juniors were of limited use, and as ‘’city slickers’’ were not very
enthusiastic about the bush life.
Early 1981 we were alerted by Hugo de Boorder, ore exploration geologist at the Utrecht University
and former employee of Hunting, that there could be job opportunities for geologists for a big mapping
project in Mozambique. In May 1981 we travelled to Borehamwood for a job interview. Our ability to
use the stereoscope and even with the naked eye to see in 3D and interpret aerial photographs
(thanks to the excellent fieldwork curriculum at the Geological Institute of Leiden University) got us the
jobs.
Maputo
In September 1981 we flew to Maputo and were accommodated in the Polana Hotel, a five star hotel
with well-preserved colonial grandeur. The hotel had a splendid swimming pool and every evening a
background piano player in the dining room, and, most important, always cool beer. In our dinner
arrangement no wine was included. Wine could be bought and paid in local currency (meticais).
According to the official exchange rate a bottle of wine would have costed more than €30, but buying
your meticais from Arlindo Maia, our financial man in the team, this was brought back to a mere €3 per
bottle. The year later, though, wine could only be paid with US dollars……………..
The Hunting team had moved in in one of the floors of the DNG office, downtown Maputo. We worked
six and a half days per week, with the Sunday afternoons off duty. For lunchtime (two hours!) we
always went back to the Polana hotel, where lunch was being served at the swimming pool. I will
always remember the car trips between the hotel and the office: when we arrived in Maputo, it was
spring in the southern hemisphere and the jacaranda trees along the avenues had bright blue
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blossoms. Maputo had not a lot of functioning traffic lights anymore. Traffic control at the junctions was
done by immaculately dressed policemen with snow-white gloves. Their arm gestures and the stern
use of the whistle forced respect of all motorists.
In the, then, socialist republic of Mozambique there were not a lot of exciting opportunities to spend
your free time. Cinemas, when they were still in operation, showed only movies in Portuguese. Yes,
there was a zoo, but it contained only a few animals, leftovers from the former Portuguese times.
Once, a Sunday afternoon trip to the beach southeast of Maputo was completed with a camerãos piri
piri meal at a local beach restaurant. The next day, Nout ran empty at all sides and explained his
situation to the Portuguese doctor as needing two different toilets at the same time.

Base camp Sanangoe
October 1981 the first patch of equipment had arrived in Maputo’s harbour. Now the task was to get
this equipment to Tete. Due to the increased incursions of the RENAMO rebels, direct overland
transport from Maputo to Tete was not possible anymore. It was therefore decided to ship the
equipment to Beira and then travel via the so called Beira corridor (the main road from the Beira
harbour to Rhodesia/Zimbabwe) to Manica and then onwards to Tete. End October we flew to Beira
and picked up the equipment and formed a convoy of 6 Landrovers (4 stawags and 2 pick-ups, all with
the atmospheric diesel engine) and 3 trucks, with one towing an electric generator mounted on a
trailer.
Just upon our arrival in Beira, we learned that the Beira corridor had been closed because a bridge en
route was blown up by RENAMO. It was then decided to redirect the convoy north of the Beira
corridor, through the Gorongoza National Park. Paul has contributed with a special story on this part of
the trip, where a river crossing and an encounter with supposedly RENAMO rebels added to the
adventurous nature of the trip.
When we arrived with the convoy in Tete, we stayed in the house of Bob Jensen, the Hunting
geochemist who had to set up a geochemistry laboratory for the DNG in Tete. Meanwhile Geoff Potts
(project director), Mike Barr (project manager) and Arlindo Maia (financial manager) went out in the
field to select a suitable base camp location. This location was found near Sanangoe, some 30 km
north of Tete. The base camp was set up quickly with the help of local labour. During the set-up we
got a good impression of the capabilities of the lads employed and so we selected suitable persons for
drivers, mechanics, field assistants, camp personnel (cook, drinking water production, laundry a.s.o.).
We were impressed with Hunting’s experience to build a base camp. Beside the camp was a dry
riverbed and in a couple of hours a well functioning water well was dug, delivering enough water for all
the needs of the camp. Water was filtered and cooked to provide drinking water. Every team member
had an individual tent, there was a mess rondavel and a technical office rondavel. The cook had a
special kitchenhut, and there was a douche and a chimbuzi (field toilet). The generator provided
electricity for the camp, including refrigorators and freezers. With special ‘’food runs’’ food supplies
were acquired in Zimbabwe and Malawi, because local supplies in Mozambique were hardly available.
To provide the necessary amount of beer, special beer brewing packages had been imported from the
UK. Two camp assistants were made responsible for brewing and bottling the beer. As a result, each
geologist was entitled to eight beers every weekend.
The basecamp had a genuine bread-baking oven. This was built with real bricks. These bricks were
made in our camp by shaping clay bricks and then fired in a real kiln, heated by charcoal. After a week
the bricks were ready and the bread oven could be constructed.
Not only beer was at our disposal in the camp. Locally it was sometimes possible to buy marihuana.
After dinner this pot was smoked by some of the team members. One evening, Geoff Potts, the
project director, entered the mess rondavel, smelled the pot and ordered it to be handed in to him.
Thereafter he took his pipe and filled it with the pot and lighted it. “This is part of Africa” he said!.
Our stay in Africa was sweetened by the emergence of the Walkman, a portable personal device to
play music from audiocassettes, introduced in 1979. The Walkman enabled us to listen to our personal
music, to share the music cassettes with colleagues but also to share music in the mess rondavel by
plugging it in in an amplifier system. The Walkman introduced us to the favourite music of our
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colleagues. What a difference with an earlier Hunting project in Svalbard, where Mike Barr had only a
pick-up player with two vinyl records, he told us.
One day John MacDonald went to the chimbuzi. To prevent any odour nuisance, a jerry can with
diesel was at hand to pour into the chimbuzi after use. John, however, felt that at his turn this was not
sufficient, so he decided to throw a burning match into the chimbuzi. The result was a violent
explosion that burnt down the chimbuzi and caused severe burns with John. With the help of East
German doctors at Moatize John recovered quickly from his burnt arms.
From the base camp, car and foot safaris were organized to visit the follow-up areas that were
delineated by the office work and airborne geophysics. These areas were geologically described and
sampled. Whenever possible, stream sediment samples were taken for geochemical analysis. Finding
out your position in the field was sometimes cumbersome. We used aerial photographs but these were
from the Portuguese times and many roads were diverted in post-Portuguese times because the old
roads were mined. Taking compass bearings on inselbergs in the field and plot these on the aerial
photographs proved to be a good solution to find out where you were. The foot safaris normally started
on Mondays and returned Fridays. The Saturdays were to recover and the Sundays to work out
results and to prepare the next foot safari.
During the fieldwork we visited the area around Mavudzi. Here an old mine had been in operation to
produce uranium-bearing magnetite. With our Geiger-tellers we found uranium deposits. The mineral,
mavudsite, is quite rare, so I decided to collect a sample for my former university. Later I handed it
over to the mineralogist and he exhibited this unique mineral in his work room at the university. Years
later, when working condition rules were introduced, inspectors using special equipment directly
walked towards the room of the mineralogist and decided to evacuate the mavudsite specimen in a
lead coffin……
Field work from Sanangoe started in the hottest part of the year. Temperatures could reach 40 C or
more. Gradually during November, humidity increased, making the temperature hardly bearable.
Finally beginning December the raining season started, lowering the temperature, but, as a side effect,
destroyed our water well because the dry river bed changed in a real river. Towards Christmas, the
base camp was dismantled and mothballed and all geologists were sent back to Europe for Christmas
leave.
Convoy Maputo – Harare – Lusaka –Tete by Hunting Holidays.
February 1982 Paul returned to Maputo, to work on his map of maps project. The other team
members gradually returned to Maputo during March and April 1982. A new convoy was being put
together by Geoff and Arlindo: 5 Hunting Landrovers, a new Bedford truck, an old DNG Mercedes
truck and 4 brand-new Toyota J4 Landcruisers and a new Unimog truck. The Landcruisers and
Unimog truck belonged to an UNDP team, which carried out a geology project around Furancungo.
Because of the security situation in Central Mozambique, no direct road trip from Maputo to Tete was
possible. Instead, the convoy would enter South Africa and then drive via Harare (Zimbabwe) to Tete.
Early May 1982 the convoy left Maputo and had a prosperous journey through eastern Transvaal
Province. But near Louis Trichardt in northern Transvaal fate struck. A car with a couple of drunken
farmer boys crossed the main road by surprise and hit the Landrover of Billy Loughlin and the
Landcruiser of Mike Hammill. The Beetle with the farm boys was completely destroyed by the collision
and they suffered severe injuries. Billy and Mike suffered minor injuries but could travel on. The
Landcruiser and Landrover were heavily damaged but not total loss. They were left behind at a garage
in Louis Trichardt for repair.
The now depleted convoy entered Zimbabwe at Beitbridge and travelled via Fort Victoria to Harare. In
Harare we learned that the direct route to Tete was not safe anymore and that we had to make a
detour via Zambia and enter Mozambique from the north. It took some ten days to get all visas and
permits for Zambia. In the meanwhile we stayed in a good hotel in Harare. At that time Zimbabwe was
still in good shape (it gained independence a year earlier) and all services were still functioning well.
To pass the time we visited the great Zimbabwe ruins, the zoo, the Chiremba balancing rocks and
many other spots. Eventually we left Harare to travel to Lusaka where those Hunting guys, who
previously had worked in Zambia, had a good get together with old colleagues and friends. After
Lusaka we travelled eastward and we crossed the border into Mozambique at Cassacatiza and
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reached Fingoe, the next location for Hunting’s basecamp. This marked the end of the three week
‘’holiday’’ trip from Maputo to Fingoe.
Fingoe basecamp
At Fingoe, again a Hunting style basecamp was built. Running water was here freely available, so a
real garden with lettuce and other vegetables was planted. The Fingoe location was much more
remote than Sanangoe. During the night one could hear the lion’s roar around the basecamp. The
camp assistants were instructed to keep the campfire burning during the night and stay on the outlook
with rifles. Nonetheless, one night a honey badger decimated our fowl stock.
The fieldwork consisted of checking the geology along the roads reachable by a Landrover. At the
next phase foot safaris were made to investigate places of interest indicated by the office work and
airborne surveys. The foot safaris would take 4 to 5 days and local guides were hired to complete the
team consisting of 1 to 2 Hunting geologists and 2 to 4 field assistants. The crew would carry all
equipment for the foot safari along and would build the night camps. At one occasion, the crew
advised me around 2 o’clock in the afternoon that we had reached an excellent place to put the night
camp. To me it looked a little bit too early, but the lads kept insisting. They rapidly built the night camp
and then suddenly disappeared. The next day, it took them a lot of effort to get up. I found out that the
evening before they had visited a nearby hamlet where females had prepared a lot of mielie-meel
beer.
Road conditions in this part of the Tete province were not optimal. There was a tarmac road to Fingoe
but beyond there, only dirt roads existed. Those were bladed after the raining season, but sometimes
still contained washed out parts. Billy Loughlin once ran with considerable speed his Landrover in a
transverse ditch over the road. As a result the front axle stayed behind in the ditch and the rest of car
continued. Nonetheless, Billy’s Landrover was successfully salvaged and repaired with the spare parts
available in the basecamp.
During our stay in Fingoe the Falkland war was taking place and near the end of June 1982 won by
Britain. It gave rise to interesting and sometimes heated discussions in the mess rondavel.
Discussions of quite another nature were related to the world championship soccer held in July 1982
in Spain. In an auction all Hunting geologists could bid for the participating teams. There were two
classes: you could bid on a team of which you thought it would become number 1, 2 or 3 and you
could bid on an ‘’underdog’’ team which you thought would survive the group stage and qualify for the
knock out phase. As a result all matches were closely followed in the camp via radio world receivers
and results were updated in the mess rondavel. It was interesting to see that how far we were from the
‘’ordinary world’’ we were still able to follow this event.
Traffic accidents were the greatest risk in this part of the world. However, other risks existed as well.
There were crocodiles in the Zambezi River, as well as hippo’s that came out of the river during the
night, so be careful where to place your tent. Other threats were scorpions and pofadders. One day,
we drove through thick bush area and when driving suddenly a green boomslang popped up in one of
the ventilation ports at the dashboard of the Landrover. I was scared and stopped the car. The
boomslang was inside the dashboard and we were not able to get him out. I ordered one of the field
guys, who was able to drive the car to take over the steering wheel. His colleague took the passenger
seat armed with a machete. So we drove back to basecamp. There we were advised by Geoff Potts to
pour diesel into the dashboard and wait. The diesel would do no harm to the electrical circuits but it
would hopefully expel the boomslang. After some time the boomslang came out the dashboard and
out of the car but was immediately killed by many machetes…….
Estima basecamp
Mid August 1982 I returned from holiday, which I spent with my girlfriend in South Africa. Originally,
the plan for the holiday was to pick up the repaired Hunting Landrover at Louis Trichardt and to drive it
to Harare, and along way to visit the Victoria Falls and Bulawayo. Unfortunately at that moment unrest
started in Matabeleland, South Zimbabwe, where the supporters of Nkomo were attacked by the new
black government led by Mugabe, and we decide to renounce our trip to Zimbabwe.
In July 1982 Hunting’s base camp was moved from Fingoe to Estima, south of the Zambezi River,
close to Songo near the Cahorra Bassa dam. We continued the geological mapping along the
passable roads and subsequently the foot safaris. Gradually reports came in on encroaching
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RENAMO activities close to our area of operation. Armed soldiers were accommodated in our
basecamp. Early October one of our truck drivers was attacked by rebels. The UNDP camp near
Furancungo was raided and the geologists there had to run for their lives. Therefore it was decided by
Hunting to stop the work entirely and to repatriate all geologists.
So end October 1982 Paul and myself returned home to Holland. Upon return, we were interviewed by
a leading Dutch newspaper about the unfolding events in Mozambique.
Epilogue
In 1983 a small group of Hunting geologists went back to Mozambique, to safeguard the field
equipment and to take care of writing the final report. Paul and myself left Hunting Geology and
Geophysics. Paul pursued a career in the IT world and I joined Shell, far away from the hard rock
geology and the field. Some twelve years ago I checked on the geology of Mozambique and found out
that Tete province was the area of interest of many mining companies, permitted to Mozambique after
the abolishment of the austere communist rule. I bought some stock in African Eagle Resources
founded by Hunting colleague Mark Parker just to see whether the investigations we did in Tete
province got any follow up. Outlooks were great, but the economic downturn after 2008 prevented any
healthy developments.
Although it was a rather short time, our work for Hunting completely fulfilled our expectation on what it
would be to work as a field geologist in the bush in Africa. We still value and commemorate the
geological professionalism, bush experience, improvisation ability, but foremost the friendly and
honest interaction with the Hunting crowd. As cloggies we never felt apart, but always part of the team.
Thank you!
Nout and Paul
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Fig.1: Area of the Hunting Project.
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Fig. 2: The Hunting office in the DNG office in Maputo

Fig. 3: Paul Dijkwel working on his map of maps in the DNG office.
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Fig. 4: Lunchtime at the Polana Hotel, Maputo.

Fig. 5: The Hunting convoy from Beira to Tete.

7

Fig. 6: Building the camp: Mike Barr instructing the lads

Fig. 7: Constructing the water well in camp Sanangoe.
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Fig. 8: Preparing for a foot safari in camp Fingoe

Fig. 9: The bread oven
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Fig. 10: The cook in his kitchen

Fig. 11: Always people around in the field.
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Fig. 12: Billy Loughlin servicing one of the Landrovers

.

Fig. 13: The burnt down chimbuzi
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Fig. 14: John MacDonald after visiting the chimbuzi

Fig. 15: The heavily damaged Landrover at Louis Trichardt
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Fig. 16: Mike Barr and Geoff Potts

Fig. 17: Crossing a shaky bridge near Furancungo
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Fig. 18: Group photo at Camp Sanagoe

Fig. 19: Hunting camp airborne geophysiscist in Tete
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Fig. 21: In the canteen rondavel

Fig. 22: Group photo at camp Estima
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